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Kristina King Joins Town of Dedham as Drug Free Communities Program Director

Director Hopes to Bring Together Community Stakeholders to Prevent Youth Substance Use in Dedham
Efforts Will Focus on Alcohol, Marijuana, E-Cigarette Use among Dedham Youth
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dedham, MA — After several years of coordinating addiction education and training programs at Boston Medical Center, Kristina King, MPH, was recently hired as the Drug Free Communities Program Director. Her role in this grant-funded position will be to oversee the implementation of the Drug Free Communities Support Program in Dedham in order to reduce and prevent substance use among Dedham youth.  
[image: ]Ms. King, originally from Pittsburgh, PA, received her Masters of Public Health in the Social and Behavioral Sciences from Boston University in January 2017. She has previous experience working directly with school-age youth as an English teaching assistant for English language learners in Hamburg, Germany, and with young adults as a graduate writing fellow at Boston University. She has also worked in college wellness and stress reduction as well as addiction education for health care providers, residents, and medical students.
In her new role, Ms. King looks forward to engaging a wide variety of community stakeholders, including parents, youth, faith groups, businesses, town officials, law enforcement, and school administration to make environmental and cultural changes around alcohol and drug use in Dedham. “My goal is to have this program be youth-led and community-led, and I see my role as bringing diverse sectors of the community together to tackle the issue of youth substance use in Dedham. I am excited to bring my training in public health and my passion for community coalition work to this critical conversation around youth prevention.”Kristina King, Drug Free Communities Program Director, sits in front of Town Hall.

“Right now there is a lot of concern in the community about alcohol use, marijuana, and vaping,” said Ms. King. “Our local data is showing us that Dedham High School students have higher rates of binge drinking and marijuana use compared to the overall MetroWest area rate, and with the opening of retail marijuana shops in neighboring communities we are concerned about young people’s access to marijuana increasing. We also hope to combat some of the misinformation circulating about vaping and e-cigarettes, which is leading some young people to think that vaping is safer than it really is.”
Ms. King outlined the following goals for the Dedham Drug Free Communities Program:
· Recruit a diverse Youth Action Team of middle and high schoolers in Dedham who will take creative action to raise awareness about substance use among their peers
· Use innovative social media strategies to correct misperceptions about youth substance use in Dedham
· Provide parents with the tools, information, and support to talk to their children about the risks of drug and alcohol use
· Advocate for environmental and policy change to reduce youth access to alcohol and other drugs
· Partner with Dedham public and private school administration to develop and implement evidence-based alcohol and drug education curriculum
· Strengthen strategic partnerships between different sectors of the community through the Dedham Coalition for Drug and Alcohol Awareness
· Promote equity and inclusion by engaging a diverse range of voices and perspectives in the town’s substance use prevention efforts
The Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Support Program, created by the Drug-Free Communities Act of 1997, is the nation’s leading effort to mobilize communities to prevent youth substance use. Directed by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), the DFC Program provides grants to community coalitions to strengthen the infrastructure among local partners to create and sustain a reduction in local youth substance use.
White House Office of National Drug Control Policy | WhiteHouse.gov/ONDCP | @ONDCP 
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