TOWN OF DEDHAM

HISTORIC DISTRICTS COMMISSION

ADDITIONS

1) New Additions to Historic Buildings
The Town of Dedham has continued to evolve over more than 350 years. The purpose of creating the Historic Districts was not to stop all future changes within the Districts, but to manage those changes so that alterations and new construction will be in harmony with existing historic buildings and their settings.

New additions shall conform to the following guidelines:

a) Siting: Additions to the main façade, particularly to elevations that front on a public way, are generally prohibited. Additions should be stepped back or otherwise separated from the façade of the main block.

b) Scale: The scale of the addition, including size and massing, should be subordinate to the primary building. Existing or historic roof slopes shall not be extended to an addition. The roof slope of new additions must be stepped 
 down or otherwise differentiated from the original roof slopes.

c) Design: An addition to any elevation that significantly alters, obscures or destroys character-defining features of the building is prohibited. The use of ornament, window and doors, siding and other materials shall be chosen to reflect the character defining features of the primary building. Including the design rhythm, pattern and scale.
d) Materials:  Materials, including foundation, siding, roofing, window and door configurations, and trim must be compatible with the existing historic materials of the existing building.
2) New Additions to Non-Historic Buildings

Additions and alterations to non-historic buildings should maintain the same principles of design. Whether the building is historic or modern, the addition should remain subordinate to the existing structure in siting and scale. Materials, including foundation, siding, roofing, windows, doors and trim, must be compatible with materials of the existing structure and compatible to surrounding historic architecture. The size, scale and shape of the addition must be compatible to the original building and the surrounding historic context.
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